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BLOGGING & COMMENT GUIDELINES 

Because of the nature of Wordpress, the blogs are technically public. If you wish to use an 

abbreviated version of your name (Jane S., David R., etc..) or a handle, that is perfectly 

acceptable (just let me know what it is if it isn’t obvious). 

 

I will run through an entire “how to use Wordpress” in class. Websites are defined by CRN 

11am class, your website is: https://gcsu81679blog.wordpress.com 

2pm class, your website is: https://gcsu81191blog.wordpress.com 

 
 

Blogs:  General Guidelines 

You are required to post two blogs, on the designated weeks you are assigned. 

On the weeks you blog, you must upload/post your blog by midnight on Friday.  

 I cannot strongly recommend enough that you write your blog in a word document 

and upload it. Then you can add media or links, if you didn’t embed them in the word 

document. Nothing is more heart breaking than typing and finding something didn’t save 

or upload correctly! Save often while you are editing, as well. You can go back and 

finesse, make sure your links/media work, etc. once you have saved your initial upload. 

 

You will also be assigned response weeks, during which you will be required to read your 

classmates’ blogs and respond to TWO of them (your choice). Responses should be posted by 

5pm the following Monday (that gives you the weekend to read and look over them, and then 

respond in time for classmates to look at for Tuesday’s class). 

 

Word Count  

Limit your piece to ca. 500-600 words (not more). Be prepared to edit or cut some of 

your material to make it fit the word count. Part of the exercise is being able to discuss 

your topic in a concise and clear manner.   

Cover one issue or theme in two or three points 

Focus on one issue or theme in your blog and have one clear objective.  Develop your 

issue in standard essay format, with an introduction, key points and a strong conclusion. 

Keep your piece concise and organized. 

Research your topic 

Base your blog on a careful engagement with the material relevant to the argument or 

theme that you are developing (class presentations, readings).  The strength of your blog 

will depend, in large part, on how accurately and insightfully you analyze, synthesize, 

and critically engage the course material, lectures, and readings.   (See the “blog grading 

rubric” for more details).  

 

 

https://gcsu81679blog.wordpress.com/
https://gcsu81191blog.wordpress.com/
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Style 

 Avoid jargon.  Avoid long anecdotes.  Keep your sentences concise. Use an active voice 

(“I believe that...” instead of a passive voice (“It is believed to be that...”).  Keep 

sentences simple (e.g. “Peter Beyer argues that...”) vs. long and awkward constructions 

(e.g. “The argument that was made by Peter Beyer supported the view that...”).  

Summarize your argument in a strong final paragraph.  

Citations:  

GCSU norms of academic integrity and plagiarism apply to blogging!   

To document your arguments employ the following methods:   

 For assigned article, cite author and the page number in brackets  

(e.g. Beyer, 119).   

 For online references identify the author or source and hyperlink the reference to 

the site (e.g .  In his Yale talk on faith and globalization, Tony Blair argues that 

faith can be a progressive force in globalization.   See instructions on 

hyperlinking. 

 For books/articles that are not on D2L list the author, cite as usual, but include 

full name, title, publisher/year etc at end of blog in a bibliography or 

“References” list. 

 

Blog Comments: General Guidelines 

Limit your comment to 125 words or less. Again, you may want to type into a word 

document first. 

Thoughtfully engage the content of the blog post that you are commenting on.  The 

comment should be more than a personal statement of approval or disapproval for a 

particular argument.  Constructive comments can be developed in a variety of ways: 

 By providing additional support for a particular line of argument in the blog post 

that you agree with (by citing additional evidence, a line of interpretation or an 

argument not dealt with in the blog) 

 By critiquing a line of argument in the blog post that you disagree with (citing 

countervailing evidence, an alternative line of  interpretation or argument)  

 

Etiquette Issues: 

 Be respectful of the author of the blog. 

 Avoid ad hominem attacks (attempting to undermine an argument by attacking, 

insulting or belittling the author instead of addressing the content of the 

argument).    

 Adopt an “academic” style. 

 In a wired-world always consider the implications of what you write. When you 

hit “publish” or “post” your thoughts are “out there.”  

The comments will be moderated by the instructor.  Comments that fail to follow the 

basic guidelines will not be approved for posting. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AI6Z39TbxDY&feature=channel

